SCIENCE ACROSS THE BAL‘K/.\NS -
‘An Lapanding Forum for Across th_‘ C urnc’:llum
Teaching” which took place on 2l-.'%3 Mu}-'. 2001.
‘Dom na uchitelva. Plovdiv. Bulgaria. This was a
language and content I’ucusf-d \\urks.;h()[‘) co-
organised by the British Council. Bulgunu. l-./\L T
Bulgaria. the Wright Seienee Founduugn_. Scwncc
Across Lurope and part funded by LLIeCS.

The aims of the workshop were: .

1) lo expand Forum for Across the Curricu-
lum Teaching to other countries in Central, East-
ern and South Castern Curope

2) lo consolidate the Science Across Lurope
project in Central.  Eastern and South Eust%'rn
Europe. This involves participant countrics
becoming involved in or taking further part in
Science Across Lurope projects and sharing
materials. 1deas and local solutions to local
problems.

The achievements of the workshop were:

[) The 30 teachers gathered committed themselves
to contributing to the FACT Teachers™ Journal and
networking using Internet discussion lists, email
and websites. FACT Bulgaria became FACT
International and discussions are under way for the
main website to be hosted by the British Council
through ELTeCS with links to all member countrics.
Additionally. the FACT Journal will now be
published x 1000 and distributed among the 12
participant countries.

2) Colleagues from 12 countrics committed to join-
ing Science Across Lurope:
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Hungary - Bosnia - Ukraine - Greece - Lithuania -
Montenegro - Serbia - Poland - Rumania - Slovakia
- Macedonia - Estonia
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3) Ideas. theories and techniques were g |

discussed in the sphere of teaching conge
the medium of English.
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One of'the activitics tecachers were involved i wyg
a chemistry workshop in cosmetics. “The *WOw:
cosmetics company exhibits its line of hair g,
shampoo. and bath salts which had the combineg
national symbolism ol the countries of the partii-
pants. Greeee, Bulgaria and which wonit lirst prize
in the group.

4) Science Across the Balkans IT was discussed and
will take place in Bratislava. Slovakia in Junc 2002,

Specialist input came from:
John Clegg. UK

Lida Schoen. [lolland
Nigel Heslop. UK

Many thanks to the teachers and students who con”
tributed so creatively to make this happen.

This includes students from the English Languag®
School in Plovdiv, The Spanish Language School.
Sofia. The National Aprilov School in Gabrovo 4
the American College in Sofia.
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Iliana from ELS Plovdiv presents the scho(')l “O'n
of her classmates involved in a study of acid ™'
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Martieand Mae frome the UN College in Solin
show us then tuncuoning maodel ot the bian dur-
ing their prosentation o asuevey on the relations
ship between drnking water and memory,

Sotia Spanish School students - Svetoslava,
Bogdan. Dydias Eyubomiv and Radka present o
,\m:c) olthe covironmental problems in the capital
city through the medium o English, their THIRD
forcign language,

¢ | he
National
Apriloy
School,
Gabrovo

Fhe week started with a lesson in Chemistry in
English with first year prepuaratory English students
at the English language school, Plovdiv, The stu-
dents did extremely well with the topic. the lan-
guage and the 9 adults in the elassroom. of which
Mr Richard Stagg. the British Ambassador to Bul-
2aria was one,

IUs dillicult 1o put into words the signilicance ol
the event for language teaching and subject teach-
g in this region and prospectively Europe as a
whole, There is now a network in pluce for 30 col-
leagues to communicate using various instruments
Gourmal. Web lists und eoily on an aspect ol'teach-
ing which has until now been largely underdevel-
oped In most countries of Europe. Roy Cross on
behalf of the British Council and ELTeCS agreed
1o help host the new FACT International website
which will accommodate materials und informa-
tion from all ol the participunt countries ut the Sci-
enee Across the Balkans Workshap,

One elear conclusion trom the workshop is that we
are all involved in teaching content in some form,
There is o misconeeption about content and lun-

Buage teaching and learning umong num'\' l:llll.
teachers that it is the domain ol subjeet speciulists
Who work in the toreipgn language, Content and lan-
puage teaching wl, 1eel, Tanpuage tweaching works
best where subject teachers and language teachers
colluborate aeross the curriculum on issues of lan-
puage learning and subject learning. There was ¢
suggestion that Seiencee Across the Balkans 1
should look at writing materials which are appro-
priate for both language lessons and content les-
sons. T this way both areas of learning could come
together in one quality materials puckage.

Further to the above nims and achicvements. |
would like to invite all colleagues who are inter-
ested in this exciting initiative 1o join the two dis-
cussion groups in this areu:

the English Across the Curriculum Special Interest
Group (EAC SIG) = which is part of IATEFL Bul-
garinat hip:/eacsig.listbot.com and the Forum for
Across the Curriculum Teaching Discussion Group
athup:/factbg. listbot.com

Here, you simply need to write your emuil address.
send it und answer some short questions about
yoursell to join the group.  The main difference
between the two groups is that FACT deals with
any language which is used us & medium for con-
tent teaching whereas EAC deals only with the
English language. There is some overlap but the
distinction is ¢lear,

As John Clegg coneluded in our co=presentation
with Lyubov Dombeva, Mariana Yankova and Lida
Schoen of the results of the workshop at TATEFL
East yesterday here in Plovdiv,

"IFitis notin your school NOW, it soon will be*,

Keith Kelly

Loglish Language Lducation Specialist
EAC SIG Coordinator

British Council, Buglaria

heih.kelly britisheouncil. bg
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