A Typical Christmas

The following lesson actually gave rise to a listening created from the picture mentioned below from the Cultural Studies Syllabus lesson ‘A Typical Christmas’ (see picture).  The information in the picture is replaced with information relevant for the teacher.

A World of English, Unit 14, but could be anytime around Christmas

Stage 1

Ss make a list of activities they usually do around Christmas in pairs

Stage 2

Ss compare lists in groups of 4 and note similar activities and then feedback to teacher

Stage 3

Ss ‘read’ the picture and note anything they can find about a typical British Christmas

Stage 4

Feedback to teacher who writes them on the board

Stage 5

Ss listen to recording of teacher’s typical Christmas and note answers to survey in the picture (you can make a recording yourself.  Simply look at the picture and describe how Christmas is for you today, or was when you were the students’ age).

Whole class discuss the differences with Bulgarian (or other) activities and possible reasons

Stage 6 (optional)

Students compile and then copy 5 questions from board in order to survey their family and neighbours about their Christmas activities for homework.

For example,

Do you have dinner with your family on Christmas Eve?

Do you have a tree?  If so, is it real or fake?

Do you watch TV over the Christmas celebrations?

Do you play family games?

Do you go to church?

Do you argue with family members at Christmas?
The following table represents the results of class surveys carried out as a follow up to ‘A typical Christmas’ from the Cultural Studies Syllabus.

	
	D
	E
	ZH
	Z
	I
	K
	Total yes

Total no
	Total no.
	% yes

% no

	Do you go to church?
	6 yes

21 no
	13 yes

13 no
	6 yes

20 no
	
	72 yes

58 no
	44 yes

91 no
	141 yes

203 no
	344
	40.9 yes

59.1 no

	Do you watch TV?
	27 yes

0 no
	26 yes

0 no
	20 yes

6 no
	
	106 yes

24 no
	
	179 yes

30 no
	209
	85.6 yes

14.4 no

	Do you send Christmas cards?
	17 yes

10 no
	25 yes

1 no
	17 yes

9 no
	
	88 yes

42 no
	
	147 yes

62 no
	209
	70.3 yes

29.7 no

	Do you have a family celebration?
	22 yes

5 no
	
	
	
	112 yes

18 no
	
	134 yes

23 no
	157
	85.4 yes

14.6 no

	Do you have a Christmas party?
	23 yes

4 no
	
	15 yes

11 no
	
	
	113 yes

22 no
	151 yes

37 no
	188
	80.3 yes

19.7 no

	Do you fill a Christmas stocking?
	
	0 yes

26 no
	
	
	
	
	0 yes

26 no
	26
	100 yes

0 no

	Do you play family games?
	
	6 yes

20 no
	
	
	
	50 yes

85 no
	56 yes

105 no
	161
	34.8 yes

65.2 no

	Do you have family arguments?
	
	
	5 yes

21 no
	
	
	19 yes

116 no
	56 yes

105 no
	161
	34.8 yes

65.2 no

	Do you have a tree (real or fake)?
	
	
	
	
	105 real

25 fake
	
	105 real

25 fake
	130
	100 %

80.1 real

19.9 fake

	Do you decorate the house?
	
	
	
	
	
	122 yes

13 no
	122 yes

13 no
	135
	90.4 yes

9.6 no


The following class is planned to be a comparison of the British survey and also an interclass comparison of Christmas behaviour in the Prep class.

Notes:

Some of the classes had not interviewed the 5 acquaintances as asked and so the information is only from the number of students in the class.  Also, some of the boxes are empty since the students were asked to choose questions they thought would reveal interesting information.
