Language for arguing

Introducing the theme

Many people believe that…

It is said…

People’s opinions on…differ widely.

Some people go as far as to say that…

Supporting your argument

One of the main advantages of / problems with…is that…

In the first place, /Firstly, /To begin with, /Secondly, /Thirdly, /Finally, /Last, but not least, …

Adding further reasons

Both…and/not only… but also…

In addition, /What is more, /Furthermore, /Besides, …, similarly…

Giving an opinion

In my view/opinion, /It seems to me that…

I think/feel that…

It is reasonable to suppose…/ It is not stretching a point…

Giving the opposite opinion

On the other hand, there are several disadvantages

Let us not forget the disadvantages…

Contrary to popular opinion…

In fact…

Linking phrases

Although…, /However,/ In spite of this, /Despite…, /Nevertheless

Some people… while/whereas others…

On the one hand… on the other…

Analysing the opinions of others

While it could be said that…let’s not forget…

One possibility…If this were the case…

It is true that…

Certainly…

To be sure…

(this) is based on the assumption/premise that

(this) implies/would imply/suggest that

(this) ignores/does not take into account the fact that…

(this) assumes that

Concluding

In conclusion,/ To sum up, /On balance, /All things considered…

