Prep Class oral exam preparation

Topic 1 - Travel
1 Introduction


Give a brief introduction to your talk, saying what you are going to talk about, listing the topics.  This shouldn't be more than half a minute to a minute long.

2 Main body
Talk through each of your chosen sub-topics.

Start with what interests you most.
You could give each of your topics an equal amount of time, or give topics more if they need more than the others.  The point is to plan the time carefully so that you don't run out of things to say too quickly.

Possible topics:
A) Personal experiences with travel


places visited


memories (good and bad)

moments

This could be travel at home, or travel abroad, or both.  You could describe any of these areas:

- culture (Are there any BIG Culture things you can talk about?  For example, art, architecture, theatre)
- history (There may be areas of particular interest in the region you visit)
- nature

- sites (Must-see sites)
- language (How do you manage without it?)
- people (those you travel with and those you meet)
- food (the weird, the wonderful, the terrible)
- behaviour (e.g., in some countries it's just not done anymore to smoke in a public space)
clothing

B) Future travel plans

You could talk about the future, your travel dreams and ambitions for:

study

work

places (including same ideas as in A)

C) Future travel possibilities
You could talk about future possibilities for travel, use your imagination!

Space travel

D) Benefits of travel

You could talk more philosophically about the benefits and rewards of travel (broaden horizons, personality, language, culture, understanding), or if you feel that home is best, talk about that.
E) Quotations

If you can, find a good quote to slip in at some point to add to the richness of your talk (Google can help you find them).


3 Conclusion

Here, you might recap the most significant aspects of travel for you personally, the places, the people, the benefits.

General tips:
Use examples from your own experiences.

Say what you think, give your opinions.

Try not to memorise the whole thing word for word however tempting it is.

Make notes along the lines of those on these two pages and memorise those, but talk freely in the exam.

Language





It's a big topic.  I'd like to focus on ...


I'm going to talk about ...


I'll talk about ...


(then list your topics)





Language





The most memorable thing for me was ...


One of the things that struck me most was ...


Something I'll never forget is ...





Also, make comparisons between places you've seen, or between a place and your home town, especially if you are talking about travel to a foreign country.  Talk about the good and bad points.








Language





I'd like to / love to travel to ...


If I could ... / had a choice ... / I'd ...





Language





One day, it might be possible to travel to ...





Language





One of the many benefits of travel is ...


Travel leads to ...


Travel can ... 





'I have found out that there ain't no surer way to find out whether you like people or hate them than to travel with them.' ~ Mark Twain





Language





In short, ...


When all is said and done, ...


For me, ...


To sum up, ...








