Message 5

20.02.2011

Hi there

I was asked to provide some suggestions about working with the exchange forms a little while ago.

Sorry it’s taken me so long to get round to it. Here is a document with a number of suggestions. Hope it helps.

Basically the idea is a) collect a variety of interesting info and b) present it all in engaging varied ways.

Let me know if you need any help!!!!

Best wishes

Keith

Idea for working with the exchange forms

I promised a week ago to write a document with ideas about things to do for collecting information for the exchange. Sorry it’s taken so long. Here are some suggestions:

1) filling in the sections of the exchange form and how to present results.[image: image1.jpg]£

What did you eat?

Time of day Meals/Snacks eaten

04.00
05.00
osoo  Thereare many things you can do with this activty sheet
X Its essentially just a diary, so lends itself to a homework
o where students simply record everything they eat and drink
£ and do ina 24 hour period.
08.00
The main challenge is what you do to a) collect the
o information and b) present it for your partner schools:
o a) collecting information
- get students to work in groups and give them a ‘ime of day’
100 for each group to focus on. So, group 1 looks at breakfast,

group 2 looks at snacks efc etc. When you have all the
1200 diaries collected in, hand out 3 or 4 to each group and give
them ten minutes to gather and summarize their findings from
1300 their sheets. Then tell the groups to pass the sheets round to
the next group and do the same. Do this until all the data has
1400 been collected.

1500 b) presenting information
- since much of the information will be in numbers and types

1600 of foods, and types of activities, much of it can be presented
intables, diagrams, charts. For example, when looking at

17.00 breakfast, students can make a pie chart in colour to
represent the different foods eaten and the numbers of

18.00 people who eat those foods.

- students can take photos during the 24 hour period, of the
100 things they eat and the places they eat and the activities they

do while eating.

2000 students can collect wrappers, containers, labels, to stick on
a poster summarizing the diary resits

21.00

22.00

23.00

2400
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What did you eat?

1 Breakfast

a2 For breakfast most students eat:

Yyou might get this information from the diaries, or with a simple show
of hands in class. My advice is don't do the info gathering yoursef, get
students to do it. Let them make the notes and do the presentation.

b We think that eating a good breakfast before going to school s:
important/not important because:
Ive had students interview each other for this question. They can even
quote one or two students who give most interesting answers, perhaps
contradictory answers to represent their class opinion. _ Audio file
2 Eating habits

a2 The sort of snacks and sweets we eat during the day are:

“This might be a poster with wrappers from snacks and sweets, it might be
avideo tour around the places students buy their snacks from. it could be
a ppt with mixed materials.

b The arrangements for meals during the school day are:

Could be photos of the school, we have no canteen, so just snack bars,
and they are quite interesting to see at break times, masses of kids etc.

¢ The people who choose and prepare our food are:

This could be interviews with parents, grandparents, each other depending
onwho is responsible for buying and cooking. Several of my students have
taken photos of granny making something tasty and will add the recipe.

d  Traditional beliefs about diet in our country are:

Internet research (for word doc texts and ppt presentations) is popular here
since there are lots of images, videos and texts on traditional holidays and
festivals. Interviews are also good with elderly people about superstitions

and food, people in the street
@ The ways in which eating habits are changing are:

Again interviews with people fit this section, newspaper articles may
also be available which can be copied and included and summarized
inthe exchange language, English or other.
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What did you eat?

You'll be able to find much of this information

3 Dietandhealth g5 the diary, again give it as group work.

2 We think that most members of our class eat:

[] 2 balanced diet [] too much salt
[] enough dietary fibre [] too much sugar
[] enough fruit and vegetables [] too much fat

b Suggestions for improving our diet are:

Iwould get groups again to prepare their own conclusions for this in text
form or in video interview form (they can use their mobile phone video
technology).

¢ Our main concems about diet and health are:

This might refer to newspaper or news on TV or website material which
talks about diet in the countty.

They may discuss and debate in class as a whole group, get someone
to make notes, video the discussion.

Do the discussion as a live skype chat between countries. Record the:
discussion and post it to the web.

& @ axosmithkiine
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2) here is an ideas web from a colleague about working on food:

http://www.factworld.info/saw/saw_supps/food_things.JPG
3) The following are pages from this book on ideas for working with Science Across the World:

http://www.factworld.info/syw.pdf
Take a look at pages 24 to 31

here are three pages with 50 ideas:

[image: image4.jpg]Fifty things to do with Exchange Forms

- prepare a feedback form for the children to il in and return to the authors

- prepare a chart on theissues (ethics, health) to filin

- in international conference with the studens presenting the information from their exchange

forms

- prepare a st of true or false statements, the students scarch for the answers and circle the

answers

- simple questions and answers in written or spoken form

- table flling activity on forms comparison

- Eva's puzzle game (Expert groups work on a certain part of the form, they idenify

interesting material..country groups work on material for one country and cach expert
£0cs to visit another group to gather information and return to their group to inform
their classmates on their group

- divide class into two groups, prepare charts with same questions for cach group, blani table

written on the blackboard (time competition). Each groups read and identifies answers, one.

rep will run to the board and fll in their group's answers. Then groups provide general

conclusion statements about the information in the forms

- “childhood tomatoes full o taste’, tomato tasting competition, compare looks and taste,

prepare a ketchup with different tomatocs

- write if T could live in any country, I would choose . because (reason to do with the

information in the exchange forms)

- maps, draw arrows, draw products on maps of GM products based on exchange forms

- compare regulations in each country, order countries according to how concerned, how

‘much control

- Dice game, 6Qs and 6As, on cards, rollthe dice and a question is pulled from a hat, first

hand up gets to answer, wrong answer minus a point

- guessing game, predicting answers of the other groups, check while reading the forms

- memory game, filling in a table without the form, then check to find other details

- jigsaw reading, groups given part of forms, they come together to share information

- truc or false statements (T's or §'s)

- cut up scctions, students move around the class and find information, and share their own

(Gossip)

- translation search, students ind statements in the FL in the exchange forms

- drawing, designing, posters, adverts, models to go with the exchange forms and then present,

explain the idea

- create a posteard from the country of origin

- T thinks of a piece of information from the exchange form, Ss guess, (20 questions)

- checking grammatical and lexical errors in the text

- paraphrasing, rewriting some of the scctions (use only 10 words..)

- on basis of one key sentence we ask students to create a short story (GM crops)

- give students three words and they write, then check with original sentence

-~ find a key sentence in the form, translation into mother tongue, then they pass on to next

‘group which translates it back to the FL

~ picture description in pairs (blindfolded drawing of genetics, faces)

- include deliberate mistakes in the forms and the children scarch for them (is it appropriate

since the forms are very personal texis?)

- finding information missing from text

29




[image: image5.jpg]- unfinished sentences students should finishwith appropriate info from text
~creating a background story based on the form, they eatlost of chocolate, why?

~breaking stereotypes, finding information that counters the stereotypes

- finding examples in literature, and art, and pop (beans)

- cross-curricular links in the forms, students find which info goes with which subject area
- matching colours and pieces of music with different sections (what colour do you think of
here?)

- cut up the forms and hide them around the room, read and put in order, .

- creating debates on the issues mentioned, stand in line according to your opinions

- forming personal opinions on the basis of the text

- cook the recipes in the form

- heads and tails, matching halves of information together (walk round and find)

- dictation activities based on the forms (different sections on the board, they run up and
‘memorise, dictate)

- giving titles and subtitles, matching

- board games activities based on the forms

- student-created worksheets

- underline key words, maximum 7 words

- dramatising some of the information

- preparing interviews, press conference based on the forms

- transforming different sentences into funny sentences, crossword puzzles to solve based on
the forms, miming activities based on the different sections, two columns things I like, don’t
like and they collect from the forms, write a slogan

English — What did you eat?
Level:lower intermediate

Things to do with an exchange form

‘Time: 40 minutes

‘Wereceived an exchange form (sce file — Austria Exchange) from Austria on the topic What did
you eat? and the following is the follow up lesson.

Stepl  Ask classwhat kindof eating habits they would expect from the Austrians
Whole class discussion — Feedback

Step2  Handout the exchange form from your exchange class to pairs one sheet between two
Instruct pairs to find:

Main similaritis/differences with Bulgaria
Most interesting thing

Ask for volunteers to feedback to group
Step3  Hand out student pages part 6 and 7 from the materials pack

Instruct pairs to study the data for Austria and prepare conclusions about the Austrians and
how they compare with the rest of Europe

Feedback to the group

Step4  Prepare a reaction to return to the exchange group and email it back.




[image: image6.jpg]Divide class into small groups

Give each group an area to investigate in
form(s)

In your group scan through the

exchange forms you have and gather

information on,
‘Traditions’

different countries:

for example,
in all of the

Country

Meals

[Traditions

[Betiefs

Snacks

Who?

Bulgaria

Spain

Austria

the exchange

Hand out exchange
forn(s) and tables
for collecting data

Students
investigate
information in
exchange forms and
present results

244 questions after
Eecdpack of
information from
Students in order
o focus on
important.
information

‘What are the main
aifserences between
country A and
country 87"

‘What are the
similaritics?’

‘How mich fast fosd
o they eat in
country A? How
ases this compare
with your country?®





Hope this helps

Keith
