Message 2 – Feb 4th, 2011
Hi all,

I’m just writing to let you know that I’m going to be in school on Monday and Tuesday with my English classes and I plan to do the prep and background for starting the What did you eat? project.

By prep I mean:

I’ll warm them up to the topic and introduce the idea of exchange work with partner classes in other countries and I’ll tell them that we have Brazil, Italy, and possibly Spain (I think we’ve lost Cameroon sadly).

I have classes with 6 groups so I’ll gather a team of 12-18 to coordinate gathering information. In addition, in this first lesson, I’ll get them to look at basic nutrition, food groups, health and diet, just find out what they know and don’t know.

There is a text in the students’ file on diet and disease which I’ll get them to read, but the rest of the first lesson I’ll spend focusing on the exchange form, and getting them to brainstorm two things a) what they are going to collect information on (so, answering the questions in the exchange form, and b) how they will collect info and collate it to present for our partners.

I think it’s worth spending some time on this initial brainstorm, because I’ve seen plenty of really good info just typed into the exchange form as text, when it would have made excellent exchange material in another medium.

So, I’ll ask them how many of them have mobile phones with video recording or audio recording functions, digital cameras, can use PPT, and what other ways and means can they think of and are able to exploit for collecting and presenting data.

One of the reasons I’m writing up what I’m doing in this way, is that I think it could make a useful record for other colleagues and classes who might want to get involved in such an exchange in the future but are unsure where to start. 

I’ll keep our exchanges and summarize them into a diary and procedure of sorts to use later.

I’ll let you all know how we get on.

Best wishes

Keith
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