Message 1 Jan 27th 2011
Hi all,
Hope you don’t mind my writing to you all as a group.
Let me introduce you to each other: Mary (Brazil), Phil (Spain), Clifford (Cameroon), and Antonia (Italy) – what a great mix!
So far, the four of you have expressed an interest in cooperating on a school exchange project based on the topic of food, drink and eating habits.
 
In a nutshell, this is what we do:
1)      We find a class or classes to work with
2)      We work through the topic file What did you eat? with them
3)      We collect information about the class
4)      We exchange with partners and students compare findings
5)      Follow up is also possible, it may be that your groups will want to stay in touch, and carry out a different exchange topic in the future.
 
The first thing to do is to familiarize yourself with the exchange materials for the topic What did you Eat? They include:
 
- Teachers’ Notes (instructions and tips)
- Students Notes also known as Activity Sheets (learner pages)
- Information Sheets (data and statistics related to the topic)
- Exchange form (where to collect the information)
 
And you can find them all (and more) here:
http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/resource/1724/what-did-you-eat 
 
There are a couple of things to mention about the research and gathering of data and presentation for exchange. 
 
- The exchange form is just a blank document with questions and prompts for collecting info. Many partners simply fill it in with text and send it off to their exchange partners. This can be a little dull for youngsters to read and so it’s a good idea to consider different ways of presenting information. For example, students are encouraged to carry out an eating and drinking diary for a 24 hour period. If you have 30 kids, this can create a lot of data. I get my students to produce a poster representing the numbers like the one you can see in this report they did. Other schools have produced web pages, PPTs, video and audio recordings and there are many sample exchange forms (some less appealing than others) on the FACTWorld site here.
 
- The other thing to say is that it’s not obligatory to collect ALL of the information in the exchange form. It may be that your students are motivated more by one aspect than another. My feeling is as long as they’re motivated, it’s all good so let them explore.
 
- Numbers. I’ll be working with 2 or 3 students from each of 6 classes. This means I’ll work with 12 to 18 students from a total of 180. I’ll have lessons with all 6 groups, and we’ll do some work on the topic of eating and drinking habits, but I won’t try and do the research for our exchange with all of them at the same time. I’ll do some extra-curricular time with the team of 12-18 and they will do the interviewing, researching and collating with my help. You may have other ways of organizing the work and data collecting, it all depends on your contexts.
 
- Timing is also important. I think I’m going to get started on Feb 7th and 8th with my team. I plan to do a month on the topic. This is about 4 lessons plus four extra-curricular meetings after school. This means that I should be ready to exchange sometime in mid March.
 
- Communicating. My school does have a wireless internet connection and it should be possible if any of you are interested and available for us to carry out a video chat using SKYPE for example at some point. Other methods for our students to communicate may include setting up a closed group for them in Facebook (for examples, you can see two groups in Facebook, one for FACTWorld and one for Science Across the World), where they can communicate, ask and answer questions and share info and material around our topic. There are also other media such as YouTube (for video) and Flickr (for photo) and Making the News is an interesting web platform for students to post reports on their work in a number of formats including all of the above. It would be a good idea if we could exchange some ideas about how we want to interact with each other. We might simply get students to do the research, we swap, we discuss and that’s it, but if you are willing and have the technology and time, we can do whatever we and our students would like to communicate. At the very least, I can offer web space on FACTWorld for anything our students produce and might like to have published.
 
My SKYPE ID is kpkelly, if you use SKYPE can you let me have your IDs so that we might more easily discuss things.
Looking forward to working with you all. Or, if after my lengthy procedure above you decide it’s not for you, then just let me know!!
All the best,
Keith
 
 
Keith Kelly (Education Consultant)
 
Home address: 77 Rodopi St, Plovdiv, 4000, Bulgaria
Home tel: 00359 32260369
Mobile: 00359 896096761
email: keithpkelly@yahoo.co.uk
