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Principles of CLIL Materials Design

There has been ongoing debate recently about the nature of CLIL methodology, namely what differentiates CLIL from immersion and other bilingual forms of education. This paper will argue that the definition of CLIL is clearly found in two simple dimensions of learning content through a foreign language and that it is these two dimensions which largely differentiate CLIL from other forms of foreign-language medium education.
There are two pillars underpinning the teaching of content through a foreign language: identifying learner curriculum language needs; building learning-embedded foreign language support. This paper will firstly outline key principles in analysing curriculum content foreign language discourse and will then go on to present principles for embedding language support into materials used in the CLIL process. The presentation will argue that by definition CLIL teachers are always materials writers since they are the only people in the learner-learning matrix who a) can know the curriculum language needs of their learners and b) be in a position to produce materials geared at building interface between these learners and their learning. 
In presenting key princples for curriculum content discourse analysis the speaker will explore three areas of language in any CLIL classroom: subject-specific language, the general academic language of learning and peripheral classroom language. Subject-specific language refers to core items of language inherent to the curriculum subject. General academic language is the language which is not specific to any one subject and is transferable across the curriculum range. Peripheral classroom language is the language of classroom management and interaction. Participants will be asked to consider each of these areas of CLIL classroom language from both a quantitative and qualitative perspective. In terms of the quantitative perspective, the speaker will ask how much time and focus is given to each of these areas of language in CLIL classrooms. As for the qualitative perspective, the speaker will present scenarios from classroom observation in order to evaluate the effeciency of the learner-learning interface prepared and presented by CLIL teachers in these contexts.
In focusing on key principles for embedding language support, the speaker will offer concrete instruments for supporting language within foreign or second language curriculum learning environments. These scaffolds for learning content in another language will be deconstructed and the constituent parts which work towards their ultimate success in learning will be identified and offered for discussion with the audience. The aim of this deconstruction is to contribute to a body of understanding as to the ingredients for successful CLIL materials design, namely where, when and how to embed necessary language within content curriculum tasks.
The presentation is given in tandem with a practical workshop where participants will work with CLIL tasks and begin to gain and share experience and practice in developing their own CLIL materials based on the principles presented in this plenary.
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Workshops abstract
Practice of CLIL Materials Design

When faced with a group of learners in any content curriculum subject, a teacher working through the medium of a language which is foreign to these learners will need to alter their teaching in ways which a) pay attention to and respect the demands of the foreign language curriculum content and needs of the learners and subsequently b) plot strategically the ways and means to provide language support necessary for teaching and learning of the content through the foreign language. 

This workshop will present a series of tasks and materials which cover the foreign language skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing, vocabulary learning) contextualised in a range of curriculum subject areas including the social and natural sciences. Participants will be presented with materials which a) guide learners in accessing and processing ‚input‘ curriculum content language and b) support and activate ‚output‘ curriculum content language. The workshop will also enumerate specific task ‚types‘ within foreign language content teaching and learning and engage participants in identifying ‚critical moments‘ within these task materials which lend themselves to the embedding of language support.
Workshop participants will go home with a collection of CLIL materials as well as an awareness and understanding of good CLIL materials design based on the principles of curriculum language discourse analysis and foreign language-embedded content tasks.
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