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We understand that your class is working on ‘Talking about Genetics

around the World’. We would like to exchange information on attitudes

towards genetic modification. Our students are looking forward to

hearing from your class.

Part 1 Exploring the issues with others worldwide

1. This is what genes and DNA mean to us.

DNA is the intfomations which make ourself, and these genetic code are reproduced and transmitted from parents to ther childrens.

There are a hundred thousand genes in one’s body.

We got our knowledge from the following sources.

  A hundred questions about Gene Recombination and Clone technology by Keisuke Amagasa.

2. These are the ‘old style’ biotechnology or breeding examples that we see or use

locally, and nationally.

  Separation breeding, Cross breeding, Radiation breeding, Another cultivations, Protoplast cultivation.

Part 2 Exploring the issues with others worldwide

3. These are the main areas of GM technology, and research and development taking

place in our own locality and country.

The valuable and expensive medicine can be created on the cheap and abundance.

Gene therapy of a hereditary disease and cancer: Genes that product substances which can remove cancer cells and can help immune cells are administered.

4. These are the people who are doing this work.

 People who work in Gene Experiment Center, and Nagahama Institute for biochemical science.
5. We think these are the benefits and the disadvantages of this work.

  Benefits: This can be helpful to the treatment of a hereditary disease and cancer that we coldn’t cure.

 Disadvantages: Side effects may happen. This causes environmental destruction.

Part 3

6. These are the main crops that are grown in our own locality, and in our country.
  Rice are the main crops that are growing in our country.

These are     

are not
 * 
GM crops.

Our country imports, and exports the following GM foods.

	Food Imported from
	Imported from
	Exported to

	Cotton
	U.S.A
	

	Potato
	U.S.A
	

	Corn
	U.S.A, Germany
	

	Soybean
	U.S.A, Germany, Switzerlamd
	

	Rapeseed
	U.S.A, Germany
	


7. These are the regulations for growing GM crops in our country.

  Amendments to the Specifications and Standards for Foods and Food Additives for Mandatory Requirement of Food and Food Additives Produced by Recombinant DNA techniques.

8. These are the GM foods and food additives, which are sold in our country.

GM foods

  Corn, Cotton Soybean, Rapeseed

Additives
  Rennt, α-Amylase, Pullulanase, Riboflavin, Glucoamylase, Lipase

9. These foods and additives are identified in the following ways.

  They are identified by safety evaluation based on the Amendments of Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Labelling System are (1) the products whose safety assessments wewe completed. (2) the products whose safety assessments were not completed. (3)non=GM foods.

Labelling is.  * 

 .is not
     
 compulsory.

10. We have . *  
 
have not   .   
 included samples of labels.

11. Here are the opinions of local people about GM foods.

 Consumers demand through classification in a lavel of impot and disyribution and more rigid expression.

This is how the media presents GM foods in our country.

 Consumers have to distinguish “Safety” of food from “Relief”. They tend to regard GM foods as danger things. After distinguishing, we should ask themselves “What should we know to be safe? “ and “What should we know to be relieve? “.

We have .  *  
have not .    
included examples of positive and

negative media coverage.

We have .    
have not .  * 
also written our own newspaper articles
[Link]

The Ministry of Health, Labour Welfare

  http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/topics/food/index.html
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan

http://www.maff.go.jp/eindex.html
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

 http://www.mext.go.jp/english/index.htm
