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Science across the World

The impact of global warming

TO:

	Date


	

	Teacher’s name


	

	School


	

	Address


	

	Phone numbers


	Telephone:

Fax:

	e-mail address


	


We understand that your class is studying Global Warming. We would like to exchange information about this topic at national level. We enclose the opinions of our class with this exchange form.

We look forward to hearing from your class. Please reply.

FROM:

	Teacher’s name


	S. Moore 

	School


	Christ King Girls Secondary School 

	Address


	South Douglas Road, Turners Cross, Cork city, Ireland 

	Phone numbers


	Telephone: 021-4961448

Fax:021-4314563

	e-mail address


	mooreasarahj@hotmail.com

	School web site address
	


Global warming

1 The possible effects of global warming in our country in the future include:

· Sea levels rise

· Coastlines vanishing 

· Birds losing their nesting grounds

· Extreme and unpredictable weather

· Increase in skin cancers due to the hole in the ozone layer
2 The reasons we expect these effects are:

· Cork is a coastal city and has experienced severe flooding in the last few years. This can only get worse as the ice caps melt and the sea levels rise. 

· Andrew Cooper director of Coastal Research at the University of Ulster claims that  “The Sea is swallowing up 750 acres of Ireland each year”

· Parts of the Giant’s Causeway cliff walks have been closed because of a growing risk of collapse

· Ireland is seeing many more frequent and powerful storms that have left coastal villages battered 

· We can see the weather changing in our country. We were in class in February and it started to snow. This is unusual weather for the time of year in Ireland. 

· We have seen the effects of severe weather conditions in the rest of the world e.g. the Sahara retreating, ice caps melting, flooding in China and failed monsoons in India. Weather systems are connected and therefore if it is happening in other parts of the world it will happen in Ireland too. 

· We have learned in Carlingford Lough and Strangford Lough that Dunlin birds who come to Ireland in winter are losing their summer nesting grounds in the Artic as it is moving too far away because of ice melt. 

· Environmental agencies, university professors and people who study the environment are all telling about the effects of global warming and giving more evidence to support their findings every month. 

3 These are the ways that we think the problem of global warming can be reduced, and who we think should be most responsible:

        Action 


Who is most responsible

a) Joining the Kyoto treaty 



Irish Government and European Union

b) Recycling programs in all counties 


County Councils and Corporations 

c) Reducing CO2 emission



Factories, businesses, car companies, 

individuals 

d) Better public transport 



Department of Transport 

e) Environmental policies 



Department of the Environment and 

Minister for the Environment, Dick Roche

f) Educating people and increasing awareness

Schools, Advertising campaigns, ENFO 

4 In our country we have identified the following groups that seem to care about global warming and want to do something to tackle the problem:

· Greenstar are a recycling company

· Individuals – our class, our families and some TV personalities e.g. Duncan Stewart 

· ENFO are a public service group who publish extensively and provide information on the environment 

· Sustainable energy Ireland (SEI) is the authority on energy in Ireland and promotes environmental and economically sustainable production, supply and use of energy in all sectors of the Irish economy.  

· Reduce Reuse Recycle advertising campaign was aimed at everyone to combat our waste problems 

· Green Party are a political party who respond to environmental issues  

· County Councils and City Corporations have introduced waste management schemes in their jurisdictions 
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Environ are a government agency that promote sustainable development and improve the quality of life through the protection of the environment and heritage. 

· Manufactures are producing energy efficient devices with Energy Stars and Energy Labels 

· Websites:
 www.10steps.ie



www.greenparty.ie/en/our_policies/waste


www.corkcorp.ie/ourservices/environment
www.enfo.ie
www.irish-energy.ie/


www.environ.ie
5 These are some of the actions that have already been taken by the government in our country to tackle the problem:

· Recycling campaigns and advertising is quite common on TV or on billboards 

· Nearly every county council and city corporation have started recycling 

· Ireland joined the Kyoto treaty and ratified in February this year (2005)

· We are committed to reducing CO2 emissions by 13% of the 1990 level

· Introduction of car free days 

· Department of the Environment have drawn up policies on the environment 

· Farmers are given incentives to plant trees on their land 

· Sustainable Energy Ireland was set up in 2002

6 These are some of the actions we would be prepared to take as individuals:
· Recycling bottles, cans, plastics etc to reduce the waste problem that Ireland has 

· Turn off the lights after we leave the room 

· Use energy saving light bulbs 

· Put the emersion on sink instead of bath to heat our water 

· Have showers instead of baths 

· Make sure walls and attics are insulated and use alternative insulation (wool insulation) 

· Put washing machines on a 40(C wash instead of a 90( wash 

· Turn the house heating down by 1(C 

· Use double glazed windows 

· Use wood in our fires instead of coal as this renewable and CO2 neutral 

· When buying cars we will look for smaller engines and diesel cars, as these are more efficient

· Dispose of our fridges correctly so that no CFCs are released 

· Walk instead of using the car for small distances 

· Use public transport

· Make ourselves and others more aware of the environment: how we can help or harm 
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