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Science Across the World

Domestic Waste

We understand that your class is studying Domestic Waste. We would like to exchange information about the causes and effects of domestic waste and what is being done about it at national and international levels. We enclose the opinions of our class with this exchange form.

We look forward to hearing from your class. Please reply.

FROM:

	Teacher’s name


	Mr. Mollee

	School


	Copernicus

	Address
	Hoorn, The Netherlands

	Phone numbers

(inc. dialling code)
	Telephone: +31229236344
Fax: +31229214946

	E-mail address
	e.mollee@atlascollege.nl

	School website 
	http://copernicus.atlascollege.nl/ez/


We would like to know details about how your community deals with domestic waste. Please give answers to the following questions. We are asking the same questions of students in other countries. We have included our own answers below.

Waste At Home

1. On average, how much solid waste is generated per day per person in the homes of the students in your school? 1,56 kg.

2. What is the average percentage (by mass) of different types of the waste produced in students’ homes?

	Waste
	Average Percent (By Mass)

	Paper products
	5,5

	Organic waste
	20,8

	Glass
	1,0

	Metal
	10,6

	Plastics
	5,6

	Other (e.g. batteries and packing made of composite materials)
	56,5

	Total
	100,0


3. Do most students separate waste at home?
Yes

If yes, into what categories is it most commonly separated?


Newspaper






Yes


Cardboard






No


Glass bottles






Yes


Plastic







Yes


Fabrics (such as old clothes)



No


Aluminium cans





No


Steel cans






No


Kitchen waste





Yes


Garden rubbish





Yes
Hazardous chemicals (oil, paint, spray cans etc.)
Yes

Batteries






Yes

Medicines






Yes

4. Is waste normally collected from students’ homes?
Yes

If yes, who collects it? A lorry takes it to a house refuse burnings installation.
5. What happens to the waste from home?
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Please indicate with:

C
any treatments provided by the community

F
any treatments carried out by individual families

	Treatment
	Type of waste

	
	Paper
	Organic matter
	Glass
	Metals
	Plastics
	Others

	Recycled
	C
	C
	F
	F
	C
	C/F

	Landfill
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	Burned:

· In the open

· In an incinerator
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	Composted
	C
	C/F
	C
	C
	C
	C/F

	Others
	F
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C/F
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Waste At School

6. What happens to the waste at school? It’s collected by lorry’s and taken to a community.
Is the waste at school separated?
 Yes

If yes, into what categories is it separated?

Newspaper
Yes



Aluminium cans

No
Cardboard
No



Steel cans


No
Office paper
Yes



Kitchen waste

No
Glass bottles
Yes



Hazardous chemicals 
Yes
Plastic

Yes



Batteries


Yes

Others, please specify: Nothing.
Waste in the Community

7. What are the major issues concerning domestic waste in your community? (If possible, please send us some labels, leaflets or articles dealing with waste issues in your community). The waste of our products becomes more and more.
8. What actions has your local community authority taken to:

a) Reduce waste
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Burning the waste.
b) Reuse waste

Glass bottle’s.
c) Recycle waste

Plastic.
d) Recover energy from waste

Burning the waste for the stove in our house.
9. What policies have been put in place to improve waste management by your

a) Local community authority

The community has placed garbage cans.
b) National or state government

They search for better options to keep the streets (states) clean. And they search for more recycling options. 
10. List the organisations involved in reducing, reusing, recycling and recovering energy from domestic waste in your community and indicate how they are involved. (If possible, list reasons why the organisations are involved).

	Organisation
	Involvement

	Our organisation is Roele.
	Roele collected and recycled the waste.


11. What action has your class proposed that the school should take to cut down on the amount of waste or to improve the management of school waste? Where the pupils have their pause place they garbage cans.
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