Collecting opinions

Method to acquire many opinions from all participants in a short time
Procedure
1. Divide your students in groups of 3-5.
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Give your questions. Best is to have a question with 'pro' and 'con' or 'the best thing' and 'something that could be improved'.
Examples from Varna 2003: we collected opinions about two subjects: 'Pro and cons of GM food' and the overall evaluation of the week.

3. Every group member produces her/his two opinions on the subject.
4. Students discuss in their groups the different opinions. The group as a whole has to agree on a different opinion for each student. If there are less opinions than group members, the group has to think about more opinions, till it has the right number. This all means that also students that are 'never' heard in the classroom are heard now.
5. Students write their opinions in keywords in large characters (felt pen) on two small pieces of paper (self sticking post-its in two different colours), legible from a distance.
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Groups 'glue' their opinions on two large pieces of paper. The group has to reach consensus about the spot where the opinions will be glued: start clustering and thinking of cluster names.
7. Circles have to be drawn around similar opinions (clusters) by a 'discussion leader'. This can be the teacher the first time this technique of collecting opinions is used. With more experience the students do this themselves.
8. The discussion leader discusses the outcomes with the whole class.

9. Students individually or the groups write a report with the results of the 'poll'.
10. Good luck, this is a wonderful way having all your students involved.
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