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Abstract
This article presents a lesson taught at the School Complex number 10 in Toruń during the conference on bilingual Geography teaching, which took place from 5th to 8th October 2006. The lesson plan was analysed in terms of both the content and language taught and it follows the directives of the EU Content and Language Integrated Learning.  
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Introduction

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), as part of the Communicative Language Teaching method, integrates perfectly all the language skills which need to be practiced for a good command of the language: listening, speaking, reading and writing. However, as it is first and foremost the content which is to be taught and learnt, CLIL lesson plans need to be tailored carefully to students’ linguistic needs. 
The 45-minute lesson conducted during the conference was, thus, carefully designed to meet both the students’ language abilities and the demands of the curriculum. It was taught to a group of 17 students of the High School number 10 (which is part of the School Complex number 10 in Toruń). The students, aged 16, had already had one month of Geography instruction in English. However, their command of the language was good, as they had studied the language for over three years each (from 3 to over 10 years). 
Map reading is an integral part of the school curriculum. The lesson’s topic intended to summarise the chapter on that issue. The teaching materials included sets of carefully selected maps: topographic maps of 1:100 000 which covered the Toruń area and its vicinity to the north and east, and city plans of Toruń in 1:18 000. For revision, the students could also use their English-version coursebooks translated from Polish. The coursebooks help both the teacher and the students to meet the demands of the Polish school curriculum, which differs from those of other countries. The handouts distributed among students were specially prepared for the lesson.    
Lesson objectives
Content and Language Integrated Learning lessons should include four basic elements, i.e. specific content to learn concordant with the school curriculum, language communication to acquire the content and practice the language through various models of interaction (student to student or teacher to student), a cognitive aspect leading to the development of thinking skills, and a cultural aspect which would increase the students’ awareness of otherness. 

The following list includes all the lesson objectives in terms of its aims:
· CONTENT 

· Ss will be able to interpret the title of the map (topographic map/city plan);

· Ss will be able to interpret the map scale (large/small scale; generalised/detailed);

· Ss will be able to use the map scale to calculate the real distance;

· Ss will be able to find examples of various methods used for presenting information on maps;

· Ss will be able to use the city plan for finding given objects;

· Ss will be able to use geographical directions (north/south/east/west);

· Ss will be able to name some places connected with Nicolas Copernicus;

· Ss will be able to name some place of interests for geographers.  
· COMMUNICATION
· Ss will revise the vocabulary connected with maps (scale, key, content);
· Ss will revise the vocabulary connected with giving directions (turn right/turn left/go along/go past/pass/take the turning);
· Ss will revise the vocabulary connected with giving geographical directions (north/south/east/west);
· Ss will learn the vocabulary connected with the methods of presenting the content on maps (isolines/contour lines/pictograms/graphic symbols);
·  Ss will practice following the directions of the teacher;
· Ss will practice writing skills, including spelling rules, by completing the tasks;
· Ss will practice reading skills, including spelling rules (reading tasks from the handout and finding information in the textbook);
· Ss will practice listening skills, including stress and intonation (listening to the teacher’s directions and to the other students’ answers);   
· Ss will practice speaking skills, including stress and intonation (giving answers to the teacher’s questions).  
· COGNITION
· Ss will develop their thinking skills by combining the language and the contents;
· Ss will develop their orientation skills by using maps.
· CULTURE 
· European dimension – Ss will be able to name some EU-sponsored initiatives;
· regional dimension – Ss will be able to name some twin cities of Toruń; 
· historical dimension – Ss will be able to name some facts from the city’s past;
· cultural dimension – Ss will be able to name some monuments of the city;
· pair-work – Ss will develop their to co-operative skills. 
Lesson course

The lesson was divided into two parts. The first revised the previously-taught material on map-reading, i.e. types of maps, the scale and its usage, the content and the methods of presenting data on maps. In this part of the lesson the students received maps and handouts (see the appendix) and were asked to complete the first task. The students could use their Geography coursebook in English to find appropriate information (Kosakowski W., Kowalik W., Zastrożna E., 2002, 2006). 

 First of all, the students correctly discovered that both types of maps were highly-detailed large-scale maps and properly understood the titles of the maps (a topographic map/a city plan). In the next stage of the material revision, the students completed the second task which meant calculating the real distance from the map measurement and the map scale. They also used the coursebook and the maps to complete the table on the methods used for presenting the map content. 

The main part of the exercise was conducted with the use of the city plans of Toruń. The students were to find the school area in an inserted, detailed plan of the very city centre (the school is very close to the Old City). Having done this, the students were directed by the teacher through the city centre. At points interesting for geographers the teacher tried to elicit additional information from the students’ knowledge. The students’ task was to note down the names of specific places and add some comment in the table in the handouts. Below are the detailed directions given by the teacher with the extra comments given:
Giving directions

Find the school area. When you leave it through the main gate, turn right and then take the first turning left. 

What can you see on your left? 

1. St. Katharine church   [built in the 19th century in the neo-Gothic style. It is the garrison church built at the same time as the school buildings]

Go past the church. Cross the street at the street-lights. Go straight to a big square. What is it? 

2. New Town Market Square   [it has just been renovated with EU money]

Go along Queen Jadwiga Street. Get to the crossroads with Strumykowa Street [Brook Street]. Where is the water?

3. Brook Street [you can hear the water babbling down there under the pavement; the brook crosses the city in large sections hidden below street level; in Medieval Times its water was used to supply the Teutonic Castle]

At the crossroads turn left. It is Przedzamcze Street [Castle Street]. There the brook runs into a bigger river. 

4. the Vistula [the longest river in Poland]

Get to the river bank. The street which goes along the Vistula is called Philadelphia Boulevard. Do you know why? 

5. Philadelphia Boulevard [Philadelphia is a twin city of Toruń; other twin cities: Göttingen in Germany, Čadca in the Czech Rep., Hameenlinna in Finland, Kaliningrad in Russia, Leiden in the Netherlands and Swindon in the UK] 
If you stand on Philadelphia Boulevard close to the city walls you can find there some specific information about the river in Medieval Times. What is it? 

6. Medieval flood-stages [do we still have such serious problems with high water levels? No – the dam up-stream in Włocławek regulates the amount of water in the Vistula] 
To the west of the Medieval flood-stages there is a building with a letter H. What is it? 

7. A hotel called Spichrz [granary]. Do we need hotels in Toruń? For whom? [tourists/ city function]. What does the hotel name tell you about the past of the city? What was the function? [trade – grain and herrings]  

In front of the hotel, on the river bank, there is a small building. Now next to it you can find a small monument to commemorate poor swans infected by the H5N1, or bird flu, virus. It is the Meteorological Institute. What is it doing there by the river? 

8. Institute of Meteorology [measurements of water level]
Go west again along the Vistula bank until you get to Żeglarska street [Sailors’ Street]. Take the third turning left. What is the street’s name?

9. Copernicus street [the astronomer was born there]
Go past this street until you get to another large square [the Old Town Market Square]. There in front of the great medieval town hall stands the monument of Nicolas Copernicus. What does the inscription on the monument base say? Nicolai Copernici Thorunensis Terre Motor Solis Caelique Stator. What does in means in English? 

10.  The monument of Nicolas Copernicus [the inscription in Latin says: Nicolas Copernicus, the citizen of Toruń, stopped the Sun and set the Earth in motion]

Go from the monument north past the town hall on your left. Leave the Old Town Market Square and take the first turning left. There is a museum on your left. What is it? 

11.  The Globetrotters’ Museum [named after Tony Halik, a great traveller who was born in Toruń]
Go west past the museum until you get to a characteristic round building with a dome. What is it? 

12.  Planetarium [in the 19th century it was a gas container]

Go further west and take the second turning left. It is Fosa Staromiejska (Old Town Moat – that was the end of the medieval town). Go along the street south until you find letters PTTK 

13.  PTTK [Polish Tourist Association – organises guided tours around the city of Toruń and to other destinations] 
To the west of the PTTK office there is another monument connected with Nicolas Copernicus. It was erected in 1973 to commemorate the 500th anniversary of his birth. The inscription on it is also in Latin  

14. Sol Omnia Regis  [the Sun reigns]
To the south-west of this monument there is another geographical object of interest. It is a very specific clock 

15. Solar clock [for showing solar time]
To the north-west of the clock you can find one of many university buildings in Toruń – it is the Geography Faculty. 

16. Geography Faculty of the Nicolas Copernicus University [the faculty is just moving to the new, modern building on the university campus]  

Summary 

All the lesson objectives were achieved, although the timing was difficult. In the first part of the lesson, the revision part, some students had difficulties in finding the objects on the maps (such as the signs for presenting the forest types: pine and oak). Another difficulty was to find the stretch of railway line to measure and calculate the actual distance. This task, however, was conducted in groups of three-four students. Thus, the peer-to-peer learning took place – the students who were better at finding the objects helped the others. 


The second part of the lesson, i.e. following the directions given, proved to be well designed. The students had no difficulties in finding the objects. Sometimes, however, their knowledge about their city was not wide enough to give any extra comments. For example, the students were not aware that the name of the street Strumykowa (Brook) comes from the brook which actually flows under the pavement, and they had not heard of the Museum of Globetrotters. 

Summing up the lesson was successful. The only difficulty was connected with correct timing. The part of the lesson on giving directions might have contained fewer objects of interest and thus be completed without hurry. However, combining the knowledge from books with some information about the city’s rich history, culture and contemporary times enabled the students to look at their city centre from quite a different angle. 
Appendix
Handouts:  
MAP READING

Task 1. 

Use your coursebook to choose the right words to describe the maps best:

Map 1. 

Title: …………………………………………………………..

It’s a city plan/topographic map. Its scale is large/small. Its content is detailed/generalized. 
Map 2. 

Title: …………………………………………………………..

It’s a city plan/topographic map. Its scale is large/small. Its content is detailed/generalized. 

Task 2.

The scale of map 1 is 1:100 000. It means that ……… on the map is ……………………… in reality.

What is the real distance between Toruń Wschodni railway station and Turzno railway station?   
Calculations: ………………………….……………………………………………………………….

The real distance is ………… km. 
Use your coursebook to find the methods for presenting the content on the map:

	methods
	examples
	drawing

	quantitative 
	isolines
	contour lines / isohyets 
	

	qualitative 
	range maps 
	lakes
	

	
	
	
	

	
	graphic symbols
	lines
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	pictograms
	
	

	
	
	
	forests
	

	
	
	geometrical figures
	
	

	
	
	
	bench-marks


	


Task 3. Toruń – the city for geographers

Listen to the directions of the teacher and complete the table. 
	No 
	Object 
	Comment

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4. 
	
	

	5. 
	
	

	6. 
	
	

	7. 
	
	

	8. 
	
	

	9. 
	
	

	10.
	
	

	11.
	
	

	12.
	
	

	13.  
	
	

	14. 
	
	

	15. 
	
	

	16.
	
	

	17. 
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