THE ROLE OF YOUNG SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY PROFESSIONALS IN MEXICO

What could you do to succeed  in life?

It is a difficult question because, most of us, hardly ask ourselves , what  means that to succeed in life you need to be a courageous, consistent, patient and  disciplined person, able to  sacrifice many things, but first of all you need a dream, a dream to transcend, a dream to do something impossible, a dream to create. 

Science gives you a chance of doing everything, a chance to change what seems  impossible to be changed, and gives you the opportunity to be free. In an article of E. Serradell (financial mail) it is said that: “At the present time we are full in the knowledge society. You can say that it’s the triumph of the human being, the triumph of the intellectual Vs the physical part of people… Now they are too important. His contribution is in the production process, to the companies, that depends of the formation, experience, and the capacity of innovation, flexibility, loyalty, and the priority of your personal and collectives objectives” ¹

In Mexico the reality is that being a scientist is too hard, actually being a scientist represents hard work, not everyone wants to do it, and not everyone knows how to enjoy learning and how fascinating it could be. I believe that learning is the best thing in life, It is the essential; it is the reason to be here.

The Mexican scientist has the same intellectual ability, even better than other scientists from abroad , he/she  can do everything that he/she  wants to. Maria Antonia Reyes said: “The problem with the Mexican culture is that it’s too conformist  and does not have habits or discipline to do a serious work.”  I agree with that point because we have everything, I mean if we want an apple we just have to take it from a tree, that is why, I suppose that our culture is conformist. There is a geographic theory in accordance with Thomas Malthus about that: All the first world countries are situated in the same zone, in a zone where everything is more difficult to get, and you have to do your best effort to prove that you can do everything that you want³. But that does not mean that we can not change the bad habits of our culture, when we accept that we can make a difference, we will realize that we can do it in fact.

Not only Mexican society sees  Science as a waste of time, Isaac Asimov said:  “Now let’s put it in consideration about how the newspapers spend paper to write about  sports, the amount and details of that. And then the absence of scientific information in all of them” It is a critic of American society, that shows that it is not only Mexican society, it is a world problem of mentality.

Lately I saw “The Simpson” one of the most watched TV program; in a chapter where Homero is intelligent, he is sad and no one likes him, except his daughter, so he decides to be stupid again. That is a good example, sometimes you could feel alone with your ideas, or maybe strange and rejected, but that doesn’t mean that all of them are right.

 Also this show us how the media tries to convince us to be stupid!, gives only a few channel to science, and convinces  us that being  intelligent  is bad, studying and working is the worst form to live, this is not true according to Federico Nietzche  “…los intelectuales son los mas fuertes hallan la dicha ahí donde otros sucumbirían; en el laberinto, en la dureza para consigo mismo y para con los demás, en la tentación, su alegría es vencerse a sí mismos; en ellos el ascetismo (perfeccionamiento moral mediante la renuncia a los placeres terrenales) se torna naturaleza, necesidad, instinto. La misión difícil es su prerrogativa, jugar con cargas que abrumarían a los demás su esparcimiento. El conocimiento es una de las formas del ascetismo. Son la clase de hombres mas honrada y esto no impide que sean al mismo tiempo las más alegre y la más amable.  Reinan no porque quieren reinar, sino porque existen…” 4

The statistics of INEGI shows that the spending in investigation and the experimental development in 1999 in Mexico, as a percentage of PIB was of .43% while in Germany was 2.44%, in Japan 2.93%, in USA 2.65%, and in Sweden 3.80%. 

The balance of technological spending of some countries in 1999 shows that while USA won 23,192 thousands dollars among incomes and outcomes of technology, Mexico lost 512.1 thousands dollar, the incomes are a few, and the same with the outcomes, but inevitable are more than the incomes. 5
To be honest this statistics are sad, because the government doesn’t want to accept that research could save a country and more over than that; the majority of politicians think that science does not mean an investment, but the statistics of USA shows exactly the opposite.

There are many scientists, which make a difference, like in the “Colegio Nacional”, where many of its members have written many books about science. 6 The publications of CONACYT show future and interesting projects. You can receive help from some institutions, like UNAM, IPN, or, the University in Guadalajara, maybe they could give you support, and help to patent and idea, but even that, it itoo difficult. 7
However the CONACYT is giving the possibility to be in an interchange. It is a hard decision, because doing your best in your country and succeed  is a big challenge, but if you accept the responsibility of returning to your country the knowledge and experience got abroad, it could be the best opportunity to do everything  you planned. In other countries they have expensive equipment that allows you to develop  in science and to work with many scientists and professionals with experience and you could learn more and more. In addition, more of the interchanges are of the area of technology and engineering( 48%.) 8
So I conclude saying that if you want to make a change you can do it, because there are many options to develop yourself as you wish, where you wish, just decide where you want to be and what you want to do… It’s up to you!

By: Ana Cristina Fuentes Valdés( Pre- advanced Student, 17 years old).
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