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The CERNET website
Central European Regional Network for Education Transfer has as its central aim to ‘cross borders and remove borders’.  Among other things the programme has a site where teachers can access resources for work on themes to do with Europe.
http://www.cernet.at/library/index.php
This library link offers a lot of resources all with a focus on Europe.  The resources look not only at Geography, but also History, Culture, Economy and Language.
The structure of the site is easy to follow:
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Within each of these sections there are subsections.
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Language support
I’ve been searching for content and language resources recently for examples of how language is supported in the content.  CLIL is a developing area and there is still little available in materials in the public domain which actually develops language as part of the learning of content.

The CERNET resources are very well structured and offer a lot of ‘scaffold’ for learners to process language through reading texts and research on a number of topics.  There are also structures for guiding students in their writing and note taking.  Some of the tasks presented do make demands on the language of the learners without clear evidence of instruments for supporting their language production.
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Here is an example,
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In 1. Europe (269kb) there is a very nice task which asks students to complete a fact sheet on a chosen country.  The data is rich and covers a broad area.  Students are asked to find information about geography, demographics, politics among others.  The sheet provided is clearly structured.
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When we get on to task 2 above, students must share their findings with other students and gather information on other countries from other students.  We can assume that students will talk to each other at this stage and write notes on shared information using similar sheets as above.
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This stage is a very good one for developing speaking.  It would be a small step to offer students language support printed on the worksheet itself so that they would have literally at their fingertips phrases to use to share the information they had gathered in the research stage.

This predicated language would need to be restructured in a learner-friendly way.  Language support, for example, for the section to do with population of the sheet could be given and organised as follows:

	The total population is 
	estimated to be

estimated at

approximately / about / around
	(8 million)

	The number of inhabitants is
	
	

	(…)
	has a (an estimated) population of (about)
	


	In (2001)


	the (urban / rurual) population
	was (65%)
	of the total population

	
	(65%) of the population 
	lived in the 
	cities

countryside

capital

	
	(2 million) inhabitants
	
	


This form of presentation of materials with language support part and parcel of the learning resources, is at the heart of content and language integrated learning.  CLIL materials need to offer language accessibly to learners so that they can actually ‘learn language’ while they ‘do’ something other than explicitly learn language.
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European Primary School (EPS):


1st Grade ‘Hello Teddy 1’


(student book & teacher book)


3rd Grade ‘Hello Teddy 2’


(student book & teacher book)


2nd Grade ‘Hello Teddy 2’


(student book & teacher book)


European Middle School (EMS):


5th Grade ‘About Us’  


6th Grade ‘Exploring Europe’


7th Grade ‘Exploring the World’ 


8th Grade ‘Steps towards European Citizenship’


European High School (EHS):


9th Grade ‘The European Legacy’  (there are plenty of resources here for looking at European geography)


10th Grade ‘Europe past and present’


11th/12th Grade ‘EUROPE dream and reality, EUROPE quo vadis?
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2) Groupwork. Form new groups, exchange results


and complete all the factsheets.
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In this way the tasl s one which
“develops' language offering support at
different levels, minimum input as well as
extended input.

Without this kind of language support,
there is a xisk is that students will produce
‘minimal utterances in attempting to
complete the task.
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Das CERNET Projekt wurde am
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