Appendix V – Extra Readings ‘Women in the 19th and a little bit more’

	The Language of History
The changing role of women during the Industrial Revolution

	
	Time phrase
	Noun phrase
	Verb phrase
	Noun phrase
	Use of tense

	1
	Since the Middle Ages
	woollen cloth making
	had been
	England’s main industry.
	Period of time in the past up to a specific moment.

	

	2
	
	Labourers’ wives
	would spin and weave.
	
	Repeated action/habit in the past.

Difference between this and ‘used to’.

	

	3
	
	Labourers’ wives
	had been spinning and weaving
	since the middle ages.
	Alternative to above.

Action started in the past and continued to the moment/period being described.

	

	4
	Soon after 1800
	Britain
	was making
	as much cotton as wool.
	Specified moment/period of action.*

	

	5
	Until 1830
	most of the weaving
	was done
	by hand at home.
	Simple tense suggests finality.

	

	6
	After 1830
	power looms and weaving mills
	began
	to take over.
	Simple tense reinforces idea of change.

	

	7
	Events in 1830
	
	brought about
	massive change.
	Alternative!!!

Simple tense suggests finality.

	

	8
	By 1850
	spinning
	was done
	in the mills.
	Simple tense suggests finality.

Helps reinforce idea of change.


Notes: 

there is a clear relationship between the simple tense and 1830 in reinforcing the idea of change.
* this is followed in the text by a series of the simple tense auxiliary ‘was’ for a description of the state/situation of cotton production.
